EC 396 SPAIN AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
IES Abroad Madrid

DESCRIPTION:

This course provides a broad overview of international economics, focusing on Spain and the European Union. It is designed to develop
the student’s knowledge of economic integration ideas, in the context of contemporary issues and using the tools of elementary
economics analysis. Students are shown how to apply economic reasoning to a range of problems relevant for understanding the
mechanisms and institutions which allocate and distribute resources into the European Union. They also study how several economic
and social policies are implemented, using Spanish examples as case studies. Special attention will be placed on the current integration
problems and the theoretical and empirical answers —and particular policies— implemented to try to solve these problems. Students
are also introduced into the study of the determinants which rules relationships into the European Union, in the context of general
globalization.

CREDITS: 3 credits
CONTACT HOURS: 45 hours
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: Spanish

PREREQUISITES: Although there are not previous prerequisites, students are encouraged to have a basic knowledge of International
Economics, Economic Integration, Macroeconomics, Economic History or International Relations.

ADDITIONAL COST: None

METHOD OF PRESENTATION:

All the content integrated in the course is supported by different materials provided through the Moodle platform. Files should be
checked by the students before class to improve the complexity of discussion and debate. The bibliography and power point files
linked to Moodle provide students different points of view about the chapters. All the classes begin with a presentation by the
Instructor and the possibility to discuss current events appearing in mass media about the European Union. All the students have the
possibility to make presentations about the following topics: the institutions of the European Union, the economic structures of its
member countries, the historical development of the European common policies, the effects of European policies and actions on its
member States or on the global economy. Students should complete four written assignments (2-3 pages) —about selected topics—,
and they must be submitted to the Instructor before the exams. The course includes a course related excursion, which will be
determined by the professor each semester.

REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT:
e Written Assignments: 20%
e  Presentations and debates: 20%
e  Midterm Exam: 30%
e  Final Exam: 30%

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of the course students will be able to:
e Understand the history and the development of the European process of integration.
e Have a better knowledge of the Spanish Economic Structure and its current changes due the European Union.
e Understand the euro (financial, economic and monetary integration, who decides the policy mix in the European Central
Bank?) and the external European policies (common trade policy and the system of European external relations).
e Have a better knowledge of the European policies and means of actions, as well as its objectives and its effects on the Member
States.
e Non-economic items: social transformation in Spain and Europe, perspective for the external relations of Spain, and situation
of the European Union in the context of globalization.
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ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Attendance is mandatory for IES Abroad Madrid classes, including course-related field trips. Please read our attendance policy
posted in Moodle and in IES Abroad Madrid Student Handbook.

CONTENT:
Session Content Required Readings
Session Introduction to the European Integration. Doce Lecciones sobre Europa, chapter 1:
1&2 .
Nieto 2005, chapter: 1
Oral Presentations
Session The History of the European Integration and Spain. Buitrago y Romero, chapter 2
3 &4 .
Nieto 2005, chapter 2
Oral presentations
Written Assignments
Session Analysing the European Integration: Theory and Buitrago y Romero, chapter 1
5 &6 Practice. )
Nieto 2005, chapter 3
Written Assignment 2
Session The economy of the Member States and de Spanish Eurostat 2013 (Basic figures)
7 & 8 economy. . .
20 afios de Espafia en la UE
Oral Presentations 2
Written Assighment 3
Session The European Institutions and it rules. Nieto 2005, chapter 5
9& 10 .
Doce lecciones sobre Europa, chapter 4:
OR and VC
Oral Presentations 2
Written Assighment 4
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Session The European Budget and Spain. Buitrago y Romero, chapter 7
11& 12 .
Nieto 2005, chapter 7
Written Assighment 5
Session The European Internal Market and it rules. Buitrago y Romero, chapter 3 and 4
13& 14 .
Nieto 2005, chapter 6
Written Assighment 6
Session European Monetary Integration: The euro and the EBC.  |Buitrago y Romero, chapter 5 and 6
15 & 16 .
Doce lecciones sobre Europa, chapter 7
Written Assignment 7
Session European Internal Policies and Spain. Buitrago y Romero, chapter 9
17 & 18 .
Nieto 2005, chapter 8
Oral Presentation 3
Session The importance of Cohesion Policies in Europe. Buitrago y Romero, chapter 8
19 & 20 .
Nieto 2005, chapter 9
Oral Presentation 3
Written Assignment 8
Session The European External Policies and Spain. Nieto 2005, chapter 10
21 & 22 o
Comision Europea 2013, UE en el mundo
Oral Presentation 4
Session Perspectives for the European Integration and Spain. Doce lecciones sobre Europa, chapter 12
23 & 24

Comision Europea 2009, Hacer negocios

Oral Presentation 4

Notes: Two specific sessions, one for each exam. One external activity (to be determined). Additional summaries, power

points, statistics and complementary readings provided by the Instructor.
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REQUIRED READINGS:

Basic readings:

Buitrago, E. and Romero, L. (2013): Economia de la Unién Europea. Andlisis econémico del proceso de integracion
europeo. Ed. Pirdmide: Madrid. (427 pg.).

Nieto, J.A. (2005): La Unidn Europea. Una nueva etapa en la integracion econdmica de Europa. Ed. Pirdmide: Madrid (263
pg., 12 ed. 2001, 22 ed. 2005) — Free access: Moodle (courtesy of the author/Instructor: chapters 1 to 3 and 5 to 10).

Other readings:

Comision Europea (2009): Hacer negocios con la Comision Europea.

Comisidn Europea (2013): The EU in the World. A Statistical Portrait. Eurostat.

Piedrahita, S., Steinberg, F. and Torreblanca, J.1. (2006): 20 afios de Espaiia en la Unidn Europea (1986-2206). Real Instituto
Elcano (Madrid).

Eurostat (2013): Basic figures on the EU. Comisidén Europea. Bruselas (12 pg.)

Unidn Europea (2011): Doce lecciones sobre Europa. (Nueva edicidn actualizada de la obra escrita por Pascal Fontaine para
la Comisidn Europea: 82 pg.)

RECOMMENDED READINGS:

Fernandez Navarrete, D. (2014): Fundamentos econémicos y politicas de la Unidn Europea. Ed. Delta, Madrid.

Brunet, F. (2010): Curso de integracion europea. Madrid: Alianza.

Comunidades Europeas (varios afios): Estadisticas bdsicas. Eurostat: Luxemburgo.

Comunidades Europeas: Tratado de la Unién Europea. Tratados consolidados (Tratado de Niza). Luxemburgo: OPOCE,
febrero de 2001.

Eurostat (varios afios): Europa en Cifras. Luxemburgo: OPOCE.

Jordan Galduf, J. M. (coord.) et al. (2008): Economia de la Unién Europea. Madrid: Civitas.

Morata, F. (2000): Politicas publicas en la UE, Barcelona: Ariel.

Mufioz Bustillo, R. y Bonete, R. (2005): Introduccidén a la Union Europea. Un andlisis desde la economia. Madrid: Alianza.
Myro, R. (2000): Economia europea: crecimiento, integracion y transformaciones sectoriales. Madrid: Civitas.

Nieto, J. A. (2005): Organizacién econémica internacional y globalizacién. Los organismos internacionales en la economia
mundial. Madrid: Siglo XXI.

Tamames, R. (2005): La Unién Europea. Madrid: Alianza.

Vega, |. (2005): Logros, iniciativas y retos institucionales y econémicos. La Unién Europea del Siglo XXI. Ed. Lex Nova,
Valladolid.
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http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/publications/business/doing_business_es.pdf
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-30-12-861/EN/KS-30-12-861-EN.PDF
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/publicaciones/libros/publicacion_20_europa.pdf
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-GL-13-001/EN/KS-GL-13-001-EN.PDF
http://file/C:/Users/jose%20antonio%20nieto/Downloads/NA3110652ESC_002.pdf

	DESCRIPTION:
	METHOD OF PRESENTATION:
	REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT:
	LEARNING OUTCOMES:
	ATTENDANCE POLICY:
	CONTENT:
	REQUIRED READINGS:
	RECOMMENDED READINGS:

