
GR 201 GERMAN LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT: NOVICE ABROAD III 
IES Abroad Vienna 

DESCRIPTION:  

This course is intended for students who already have a basic foundation in German and are continuing their 
progression through the final phase of the beginner level. It supports students in developing greater confidence and 
independence in everyday communication while expanding their ability to engage with a wider range of topics and 
texts. 

The goal of this course is to guide students toward more flexible and spontaneous use of the language in familiar 
situations and predictable social settings. To support this, the course reviews key grammatical concepts from the 
introductory level and introduces new structures and vocabulary that enable students to express themselves with more 
nuance and accuracy. Students will work with short texts, audio and video materials, and classroom discussions that go 
beyond basic survival language to include personal interests, routines, opinions, and current topics relevant to life in 
German-speaking environments - particularly Vienna. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to handle a variety of everyday tasks and interactions, describe 
experiences, express preferences and plans, and understand the main ideas of clear, standard German on familiar 
topics. This course aligns with the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) and 
supports students in achieving the competencies outlined at the Novice Abroad III level of the IES Abroad Language 
MAP, preparing them to transition into the intermediate-level German study such as the Emerging Independent Abroad 
level outlined in the MAP. 

CREDITS: 3 credits 

CONTACT HOURS: 36 hours 
 
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: German 

INSTRUCTOR:  

PREREQUISITES: At least one semester of college/university level German or equivalent. Proficiency at a level 
equivalent to A1 level of CEFR, as determined by placement test. 

ADDITIONAL COST: 20 € for copies 

METHOD OF PRESENTATION: 
This course uses a communicative, student-centered approach that emphasizes active engagement with the language 
and culture. Learning is facilitated through a variety of interactive and immersive methods, including: 

● Integrated skill-building exercises in reading, writing, listening, and speaking 
● Oral and written assignments, including short in-class presentations and creative writing tasks 
● Collaborative classroom activities, such as role plays, dialogues, interviews, and games 



● Course-related excursions that connect language learning to authentic cultural experiences, including visits to a 
Viennese coffee house, a local food market, or a guided museum tour 

This blended approach allows students to apply language in real-world contexts, deepen their intercultural 
understanding, and develop communicative competence in a meaningful and enjoyable way. 

REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT: 
10 % Active Participation in Class 
20 % Skill-Focused and Culturally Reflective Learning 
10 % Homework  
25 % Regular Quizzes & Tests 
10 % Oral Exams (2 total)  
25 % Final Written Exam 
  
Course Participation 
Participation is more than mere attendance; it means coming to class well-prepared, engaging actively in discussions, 
and supporting one another as collaborative members of our learning community. Students should listen attentively, 
ask and answer thoughtful questions, and offer constructive feedback to peers. They are encouraged to take initiative in 
pair and group work - sharing ideas, volunteering for tasks, and taking detailed notes. At the same time, each student is 
responsible for monitoring their own understanding and seeking additional assistance or tutoring whenever challenges 
arise. Throughout all activities, learners should strive to use German as much as possible, fostering both their own 
progress and a positive, encouraging classroom environment.  

Skill-Focused and Culturally Reflective Learning 
Students will engage in tasks designed to develop the IES MAP’s five skill areas - Intercultural Communication, Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, and Writing. Creative assignments, such as journaling, field-based projects, analysis of authentic 
materials, and peer collaborations, are graded under this category; however, ongoing language learning progress also 
plays a central role. Assessment considers both the quality of each submission and the consistency with which new 
vocabulary, grammatical structures, and cultural insights are integrated across all work, thereby reflecting overall 
growth as language learners. 

Homework:  
After each class, students will complete assigned exercises, along with supplementary worksheets or digital practice on 
Moodle. Homework reinforces grammar and vocabulary introduced in class. Students are expected to correct their 
work independently; only areas of difficulty or misunderstanding will be reviewed in class. 

Quizzes & Tests 
To promote steady progress, students will take regular written quizzes and one midterm tests to assess their grasp of 
grammar and vocabulary. These quizzes will be administered weekly, focusing on vocabulary, grammar, and structures 
recently introduced in class. The goal is to encourage students to study new content regularly and in manageable 
portions. 



Oral Exams 
Students’ speaking skills will be assessed through two oral exams during the semester. Each exam involves a structured, 
real-life task such as a paired dialogue, guided role-play, or short personal presentation. 
Assessment follows CEFR aligned criteria, adapted from the ÖSD exam model: 1. Task Fulfillment and Communicative 
Effectiveness, 2. Vocabulary and Expression, 3. Pronunciation, Fluency, and 4. Grammatical Accuracy  

Written Exams 
One comprehensive written exam will take place at the end of the course. The exam assesses listening and reading 
comprehension, writing ability, and understanding of key grammar and vocabulary topics. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of this course, students will have achieved the learning goals described for the Novice Abroad level in the 
IES Abroad MAP for Language and Intercultural Communication. Specifically, they will be able to: 

● Carry on simple but extended conversations on familiar topics - such as daily routines, personal interests, and 
current events in predictable settings 

● Ask for and follow simple instructions, explanations, or directions, and check their own understanding when 
necessary 

● Understand the main points of short, clear, standard spoken and written German on everyday matters 
● Produce short, connected texts - such as emails, informal essays, or journal entries on topics of personal 

relevance 
● Describe past events, future plans, and personal experiences with appropriate use of basic past and future 

forms 

These communicative goals are supported by the following skill-specific outcomes: 

I. Intercultural Communication 
● Employ simple strategies (e.g., paraphrasing, clarification requests, non-verbal cues) to bridge gaps when 

vocabulary is insufficient 
● Recognize and use appropriate levels of formality in familiar social and academic contexts 
● Make basic, informed comparisons between cultural norms, practices, and values of the host culture and one’s 

own 

II. Listening 
● Understand the gist and key details of clear, standard speech on familiar subjects - such as announcements, 

short lectures, or peer conversations—when delivered at a moderate pace 
● Use contextual and visual clues to infer meaning in real-life listening situations (e.g., directions, simple news 

items, everyday conversations) 

III. Speaking 
● Initiate and sustain brief exchanges on familiar topics, asking and answering questions about personal 

background, experiences, and preferences 
● Describe events, experiences, and hopes using basic past and future constructions, with understandable 

pronunciation and growing fluency 



IV. Reading 
● Comprehend short texts that consist mainly of high-frequency, everyday or academic vocabulary (e.g., 

advertisements, emails, blog posts) 
● Identify main ideas and some supporting details in straightforward descriptive or narrative passages 
● Apply reading strategies—such as skimming for gist and scanning for specific information—to aid 

comprehension 

V. Writing 
● Write simple, connected texts—such as personal communications, summaries, or reflections—on familiar 

topics, using basic cohesive devices 
● Accurately employ A2-level grammar and vocabulary to convey personal experiences, plans, and opinions 
● Revise and edit brief drafts for clarity, coherence, and correctness, incorporating feedback to improve overall 

communicative effectiveness 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
IES Abroad Vienna requires attendance at all class sessions. Attendance will be taken every class. Students must attend 
at least 60% of their class sessions to qualify for a passing grade, regardless of whether their absences have been 
excused or not. Attendance is required in-person unless otherwise noted in the syllabus. Excused absences due to the 
reasons outlined in the IES Abroad Vienna Attendance Policy can only be approved by the academic department. 
Unexcused absences may carry a penalty to the final grade and only excused absences entitle students to make up 
assignments, tests, quizzes, and exams. Students are highly encouraged to communicate absences as soon as possible 
to their professors. Please refer to the IES Abroad Vienna Attendance Policy for a more precise overview of all 
attendance policies at IES Abroad Vienna and of grade penalties. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
At IES Abroad Vienna, we hold ourselves to the highest standards of honesty and academic integrity. Any form of 
academic dishonesty undermines the principles of trust and fairness essential to a thriving learning community. As 
such, plagiarism and cheating are considered serious violations of our code of conduct, and students found engaging in 
such activities will face swift and severe consequences, ranging from a failing grade on an assignment, to an academic 
review and possible expulsion from the program. 

USE OF AI: 
The instructor will clarify if and how AI tools may be used, which may vary by assignment. In all cases, use of AI must be 
clearly acknowledged, and students remain fully responsible for the content they submit under their name. 



CONTENT: 

Week Topics & Vocabulary Function, Grammar & Culture Assignments 
regular homework & 

quizzes 

Week 1 ● Smalltalk 
● orientation in 

Vienna 
● food & drinks in 

the supermarket

Functional:  
● greetings 
● talking about personal identity and origin 
● introducing another person 
● useful class language and phrases 
● communicative strategies in everyday 

situations 
● expressing basic needs & wants 
● how to learn a foreign language 

Grammatical:  
● questions (W-Fragen/Ja-Nein-Fragen)  
● word order (Satzklammer) 
● verb conjugation (Präsens & Modalverben) 

Culture: 
● smalltalk 
● when to use which greetings + for who 

(formal/informal) 
● mealtimes in Austria 
● Posters & signs in the city 
● resources for self-study

● write text about 
language goals 

● word order 
● shopping 

vocabulary 
● video about 

Viennese 
expressions 

● Analysis of 
mistakes 

● prepare 
presentation



Week 2 ● Wiener Küche 
● Kaffeehaus 
● weather

Functional:  
● talking about past experiences 
● talking about & understanding written & 

spoken texts about the weather 
● dialogues in the café 
● understanding the menu 
● phonetics: Umlaute, ch, sch 

Grammatical:  
● Modalverben im Präteritum 
● Perfekt + use of sein/haben 

Culture: 
● Die Wiener Küche, Heurigen 
● when to use formal & informal forms/

language 
● field trip to traditional Viennese Café - Café 

Rüdigerhof 
● additional resources for self-study

● worksheets 
● phonetic 

exercises 
● listening 

exercises 
● Modalverben in 

use 
● Lernstrategien 
● impro theater 

tools

Week 3 ● time 
● talking about past 

trips 
● public transport 
● time 
● numbers

Functional:  
● talking about past experiences / travel 
● speaking about the weather 
● expressing one’s opinion about preferences 
● asking for & telling the time 
● Listening to dialogues at the station 
● Understanding loudspeaker announcements 
● planning a trip - Vorschläge, fragen, turn-

taking 

Grammatical:  
● revision of question words 
● Präteritum of sein/haben 
● Revision of grammar so far 
● temporale Präpositionen 
● subordinating conjunctions (weil, dass) + 

word order 
● gern - lieber - am liebsten + Vergleiche 
● Akkusativ 

Culture: 
● public transport 
● traveling 
● timing, punctuality in Austria 
● turn-taking

● worksheets 
● phonetic 

exercises 
● listening 

exercises 
● dialogues 
● partner work 

12.6. 

1st Oral Exam: 
Sprechen 1: Gespräch 
über das Wochenende / 
Reisen 

Sprechen 2: gemeinsam 
etwas planen 

 Written Test



Week 4 ● art 
● media 
● tourism 
● languages 
● sights in Vienna 
● youth culture

Functional:  
● Datum 
● Vorsilbe ver- 
● Anrede und Grußformel (formell & informell) 
● speaking about language skills 

Grammatical:  
● lokale Präpositionen 
● irregular verbs 
● Akkusativ / Dativ 

o Objekte 
o Verben 

● Personalpronomen (Nom / Dat / Akk) 
Culture: 

● Schilling 
● Freizeit in den Bergen 
● BIPOC in Austria 
● Austrian contemporary music 

● Museums

● research about 
people on 
Schilling-bills 

● siehe oben

Week 5 ● travel 
● sights in Vienna 
● culture

Functional:  
● understanding informations on websites, 

folders, signs 
● talking about art & activism 
● comparing aspects in different countries 

Grammatical:  
● Perfekt 
● Verben + Dativ + Akkusativ 
● Akkusativ / Dativ 

o Präpositionen 
● Satzstellung mit Dat/Akk-Objekten 

Culture: 
● birthday songs 
● water 
● summer in Vienna 
● field trip to MUSA + Ringstraße + MQ 
● (re)claiming public space 
● Ringstraße 
● Rathaus & Paternoster

● report about trip 
● siehe oben



  

COURSE-RELATED TRIPS: 
During the semester, there will be two or three excursions to explore different aspects of Vienna. Students will be 
placed in authentic situations such as ordering pastries at a local bakery, choosing ice cream at a street stand, ordering 
Sachertorte and coffee at a traditional Viennese coffee house, or selecting produce and conversing with vendors at the 
Naschmarkt. Alternatively, they may join a German‐language guided museum tour or attend a German‐language 
performance, complementing class material and providing further insight into Vienna’s rich artistic and cultural 
heritage. 

REQUIRED READINGS:  
● Handouts and materials provided by the instructor in class and on Moodle

Week 6 ● Kaffeehaus 
● body parts 
● in der Stadt 
● revision 
● reflexion

Functional:  
● presentation skills 
● “doch” 
● ordering in a Café 
● asking for information 

Grammatical:  
● lokale Wechselpräpositionen Dat/Akk 

Culture: 
● Austrian music 
● Freizeit - Arbeitszeit in Ö 
● field trip Kaffeehaus

● presentation 
about Austrian 
song 

● mails about 
experience in 
Vienna 

● siehe oben 

2.7. 2nd Oral Exam 
3.7. Written Final Exam


