
 

 

 HS358 HISTORY OF MADRID 
IES Abroad Madrid 

 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
This program shows the history of the city of Madrid from its Muslim origins, in the second half of the 9th century, the Middle Ages, 
to the present day. There are interrelated aspects: urban planning, political, social, artistic and cultural. This subject shows the 
historical development of Madrid and its double status as capital and city. The capital (1561) from where power is exercised over the 
rest of the country and its possessions, and the city and the daily life of its men and women. 
The history of Madrid is explained in its context, which is the history of Spain. 
 
CREDITS: 3 credits 
 
CONTACT HOURS: 45 hours 
 
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: Spanish 
 
PREREQUISITES: None 
 
ADDITIONAL COST: None 
 
METHOD OF PRESENTATION: 
 

• The teacher begins each topic with a presentation and the most important points of the topic. 
 

• To develop the topic, the teacher supports his intervention in class with historical documents: written texts and images. 
 

• He will encourage student participation through reading and commenting on historical sources: documents or images. The 
student is an active agent of his/her own learning. 

 

• There are three mandatory excursions outside the classroom: Muslim Wall (Middle Ages), Hermitage of San Antonio de la 
Florida (Goya, 18th century) and the University City (20th century) where we can view the content learned in the subject. 
An optional excursion to the History Museum of Madrid.   

 
 
REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT: 

• Midterm exam, written exam: 25%  

• Final exam: written exam: 35%  

• Summary (maximum two pages) on one of the compulsory excursions 10%  

• Individual presentation in class: 15%  

• Class participation: 15%. 
  
 
Course Element 
Regarding class attendance: see the IES Abroad Madrid Attendance Policy on Moodle and in the Orientation Manual. 
 
The midterm exam is on half of the subject matter of the course. The final exam is on the rest of it. The exams consist a commentary 
text and questions that must be answered by the students. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

•  To know the historical evolution of Madrid from its origins to the present day and its double status as a Town and Court. 



 

 

•  To differentiate the transformations of the urban space of Madrid. 

•  To identify the historical-artistic heritage of Madrid and its context. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
As a member of our class community, you are expected to be present and on time every day. Attending class has an impact on your 
learning and academic success. For this reason, attendance is mandatory for all IES Madrid classes, including course-related 
excursions. Absences will only be excused in cases of documented medical or family emergencies. Any assessed work, including 
exams, tests, and presentations, will be rescheduled if the absence is justified; otherwise, it will be graded as 0. You are allowed a 
maximum of 1 unexcused absence for once-a-week courses and 2 unexcused absences for twice-a-week courses. Each additional 
absence will deduct 5 points from your final grade. Accumulating 7 or more absences in twice-a-week courses, or 4 or more in 
once-a-week courses, may lead to a failing grade. Students arriving more than 11 minutes after the scheduled start time will be 
marked as 'late.' Three 'late' arrivals will be counted as 1 absence. Any student arriving 30 minutes or more after the scheduled start 
time will be marked as 'absent.' For more information, please refer to the full Attendance and Punctuality Policy document. 
 
 
CONTENT: 

Choose an 
item 

Content Assignments 

Session I  

• Muslim Madrid I 
 The origin of Madrid. Muslim Madrid. 

• ORTEGA CERVIGON, I. (2021):Madrid, un 
territorio medieval. 

Session II  

• Muslim Madrid II 
Visit to the Muslim wall. 

• ORTEGA CERVIGON, I.(2021): Madrid, un 
territorio medieval. 

Session III  

• Christian Madrid I 
 Christian Madrid (11th-14th centuries). From 
the “fuero” to the creation of the City 
Council. 

• SEGURA, C“ El Madrid Medieval”en  JULIÁ, S 
y otros (1995): Madrid. Historia de una 
capital.  

Session IV   

• Christian Madrid II 
15th-16th centuries: The wall of the suburb 
and the works of Beatriz Galindo: La Latina. 
Las Descalzas Reales. 

• SEGURA, C.“ El Madrid Medieval” en  JULIÁ, S 
y otros (1995): Madrid. Historia de una 
capital.  

Session V  
  • The Madrid of the Austrias I. 

Year 1561: Madrid, capital of an Empire. 

• PEREIRA, J “ El impacto de la Corte. La 
sociedad en el siglo XVI” en ATLAS Histórico 
de la Ciudad.  

Session VI  

• The Madrid of the Austrias II 
The Madrid of the Golden Age. The “Barrio 
de las Letras”. 

• BRAVO, J  “Economía y Sociedad bajo los 
Austrias” en A. FERNÁNDEZ (Coord) (2008) 
Madrid de la Prehistoria a la Comunidad 
Autónoma. 



 

 

Session VII  

• The Madrid of the Bourbons I: a reformist 
dynasty I. 
The Madrid of Philip V and Ferdinand VI. 

• MARTÍNEZ RUIZ, E. “ La sociedad madrileña, 
la cultura de la Ilustración” en A. FERNÁNDEZ 
(Coord) (2008) Madrid de la Prehistoria a la 
Comunidad Autónoma. 

Session VIII 
 
 

• The Madrid of the Bourbons II. An 
Enlightened King: Charles III. The Economic 
Societies and the Ladies' Council. 

• TOVAR, V “El desarrollo espacial y 
monumental de la ciudad hasta 1800” en A. 
FERNÁNDEZ (Coord) (2008) Madrid de la 
Prehistoria a la Comunidad Autónoma. 

Session IX 

• The Napoleonic Invasion: The “dos de mayo”.  
War and revolution in Madrid. 

• Capítulo : “Madrid, primera mitad del siglo 
XIX” en R.  RAMOS y F. REVILLA (2005): 
Historia de Madrid.   

Session X  

• Ferdinand VII: return to absolutism. The 
creation of the Prado Museum. 

• Capítulo : “Madrid, primera mitad del siglo 
XIX” en R.  RAMOS y F. REVILLA (2005): 
Historia de Madrid.   

Session XI 

• Goya and Madrid. Visit to San Antonio de la 
Florida 

• BALSALOBRE, Juana Mª“Una Mirada a Goya: 
los desastres de la Guerra”en Espacio Tiempo  
y Forma (2002). 

 Session XII  

• Liberal Madrid I.The reforms of Isabelline 
Madrid: Puerta del Sol 

• GARCÍA GUTIÉRREZ, J.”La ciudad en 
transición: Génesis de la ciudad burguesa” en 
ATLAS de Madrid (2001) vol II. 

Session XIII  
REVIEW 

Assignment(s) and/or Reading(s) 

Session XIV   
               MIDTERM EXAM 

 

Session XV 
 • Liberal Madrid II. Changes in the city's 

infrastructure: The train and the Canal de 
Isabel II. 

• NAVASCUÉS, P “Madrid y su transformación 
urbana en el sigloXIX” en A. FERNÁNDEZ 
(Coord) (2008) Madrid de la Prehistoria a la 
Comunidad Autónoma. 

Session XVI  

•   Liberal Madrid III. The Great Reform in the 
Urban Space: The Ensanche. 

• NAVASCUÉS, P “Madrid y su transformación 
urbana en el sigloXIX” en A. FERNÁNDEZ 
(Coord) (2008) Madrid de la Prehistoria a la 
Comunidad Autónoma. 

Session XVII  

• Madrid during the Restoration. Madrid 
society at the end of the century 

• BONET CORREA, A. (2012): Los Cafés 
Históricos de Madrid. 

Session XVIII 
 • Madrid at the beginning of the 20th century 

I. The “Ciudad Lineal” and the creation of 

• MARTINEZ MARTÍN , J y OTERO CARVAJAL, L 
E. (2018): La sociedad urbana en el Madrid 
contemporáneo 



 

 

Session XXVII    FINAL  EXAM 

Lesson Objective(s) 

 

 
COURSE-RELATED TRIPS: 

• Muslim Madrid 
• San Antonio de la Florida 
• University City 
 

important scientific, educational and cultural 
institutions. 

Session XIX  

• Madrid at the beginning of the 20th century 
II.  The opening of the Gran Via and the 
creation of the University City. 

. 

• BAKER, E. (2009): Madrid cosmopolita. La 
Gran Vía 1910-1930. 

Session XX  

• Madrid at the beginning of the 20th century 
III. VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY CITY 

• FERNÁNDEZ REVILLA, M. (2008): La Ciudad 
Universitaria de Madrid 

Session XXI  

• The Second Republic. Failed projects 
• JULIÁ, S y otros.” Madrid siglo XX.” Historia 

de una Capital (1995). 

Session XXII  

• The Civil War (1936-1939). The Battle of 
Madrid. 

• FERNÁNDEZ VARGAS, V. “Madrid ciudad 
sitiada 1936-1939”. Vol II.  En ATLAS de 
Madrid 

 

Session XXIII  

• Francoist Madrid. From post-war Madrid to 
the development of the 1960s. 

• BRANDIS, D. “La expansión de la ciudad en el 
siglo XX” en A. FERNÁNDEZ (Coord.) (2008) 
Madrid de la Prehistoria a la Comunidad 
Autónoma. 

Session XXIV  

• The modern and democratic city. The 
Transition. Social and cultural changes 

• GARCÍA DELGADO, J.L. “Crecimiento y 
Modernización de la Economía Madrileña” en 
A: FERNÁNDEZ (Coord) (2008). Madrid de la 
Prehistoria a la Comunidad Autónoma 

Session XXV  

• The city of Madrid in the 21st century. 
Important reforms in the urban space: 
Madrid Río 

• LUCAS, C y CORTÉS, A. (2013): Madrid  en el 
siglo XXI. 

Session XXVI   REVIEW  



 

 

 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
 

• ATLAS HISTÓRICO DE LA CIUDAD S. IX-XIX.(1995), Lunwerg editores y Caja Madrid, Madrid. Vol. I 

• ATLAS HISTÓRICO DE LA CIUDAD 1850-1939.(2001) Lunwerg editores y Caja Madrid, Madrid.Vol.II 
• ORTEGA CERVIGÓN, I (2021): Madrid, un territorio medieval. Madrid, Comunidad de Madrid. 

• REVILLA, F. y RAMOS, R. (2008): Historia de Madrid. Madrid Ediciones La Librería.  
 

 
RECOMMENDED READINGS: 

• BAKER, E y COMPITELLO, M.A.(eds.). (2003): Madrid. De Fortunata a la M-40. Un siglo de cultura urbana. Madrid, Alianza. 

• BAKER, E. (2009): Madrid cosmopolita. La Gran Vía 1910-1930.Madrid, Marcial Pons. 

• BONET CORREA, A. (2012): Los cafés históricos de Madrid. Madrid, Cátedra. 

• BROWN, J y ELLIOTT, J. (2003): Un Palacio para el Rey. El Buen Retiro y la Corte de Felipe IV. Madrid, Taurus. 

• CARBALLO, B (2008): El Ensanche de Madrid. Historia de una Capital. Madrid. Complutense. 

• CRUZ, J. (2000): Los Notables de Madrid. Las bases sociales de la revolución liberal española. Madrid, Alianza. 

• FERNÁNDEZ, A. (dir.) (2008): Madrid de la Prehistoria a la Comunidad Autónoma. Madrid, Comunidad de Madrid.  

• FERNÁNDEZ DE SEVILLA, M. (2008): La ciudad universitaria de Madrid. Madrid, Edisofer.  

• JULIÁ, S, RINGROSE, D, SEGURA, C. (1995): Madrid Historia de una capital. Madrid, Alianza.  Varias ediciones. 

• LUCAS MARÍN, A.y otros (2013): Madrid en el siglo XXI. Madrid, Fragua. 

• MARTINEZ MARTÍN; J y OTERO CARVAJAL, L.E. (eds) (2018): La sociedad urbana en el Madrid Contemporáneo. Madrid, 
Catarata. 

• MONTOLIU, P.(2005): Madrid en la Posguerra 1939-1946. Madrid, Silex. 

• ZOZAYA MONTES, M. (2007): Del ocio al negocio: redes y capital social en el casino de Madrid 1836-1901. Madrid, La 
Catarata. 

 

 

 
 


