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LT351 AMERICAN EXPATRIATE WRITERS
IES Abroad NICE


DESCRIPTION:
This course explores how expatriation to Europe and in particular, the south of France provided writers with a vantage point from which to critically engage notions of American identity influencing the definition and development of American literature and culture. It places literary figures in their historical context with respect to the engagement with artists and creative notions of the time. We will examine the ideas of identity, expatriates, immigration, American expatriation on the French Riviera and the literary, artistic and cultural movements present in France in the 20th century to today. We will examine various contexts in which the French Riviera is depicted and described in literary and artistic culture. In addition to reading novels, memoirs, criticism, and news articles, we will watch contemporary film and television that help us think about the visual and cultural production of American expatriates and its enduring appeal specifically by not limited to the French Riviera.

CREDITS: 3

CONTACT HOURS: 45
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: English PREREQUISITES: None
ADDITIONAL COST: Students will be expected to purchase the books for the course.

METHOD OF PRESENTATION:
Seminar format. There will be mini-lectures to help to contextualize the assigned readings, but this course is primarily discussion-based. There will be course related excursions to sites in the region including Arles, Antibes, Monaco, and St. Tropez in order for students to maximize the experience of what the authors’ described. 

REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT:
•   Course engagement: 10%
· Journals: 20%
•    Midterm presentation: 25%
•    Short essay: 20%
•    Final paper: 25%

Course Participation
As this is an intensive course, students should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. Participation goes beyond attending class; students are expected to show that they are engaged with the issues and themes of each session by completing their journal entries before class.  A rubric for participation will be posted on Moodle.

Journals
Students will be expected to complete journal entries prior to each class illustrating their understanding of the readings as well as their analysis and comments. The students are expected to use these journal entries as springboard for discussion.  Some prompts will be indicated by the professor, while at other times students will have more liberty. Journal entries should be approximately 350 words and can take the form of a notebook or be typewritten.  The professor will collect the journals entries after each class.  Each journal entry should take an analytical perspective on the question or topic. It should be concluded by raising another related question. 



Short Essay
Essay topics will be proposed by the instructor. The essay length is 4-5 pages, not including the bibliography.

Midterm Presentation
The midterm presentation will be on a topic selected by the students, following approval by the instructor.  It should include an interactive element that engages the class in a reflection on your topic and should be approximately 15 minutes long.
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Final Paper
The final paper will be on a topic selected by the student, following approval by the instructor. Students will formulate a theme or question that will allow them to compare two or three texts from the course. The topic and texts will differ from those discussed in the midterm oral presentation and short essay. Each student will have the opportunity to individually meet with the professor to decide on a theme that would be interesting and relevant to the course and the student.  The paper length is 7-10 pages, not including the bibliography.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
•   Analyze concepts of expatriation, immigration, exile, and national identity in relation to cultural and historical perspectives.
•   Compare how expatriate writers and artists have constructed “America,” “Europe,” “France” and “The French Riviera” in their works.
•  Make observations about political and aesthetic visions of literary movements specific to the era.
•   Identify American expatriate writers, texts, artists, and themes of the 1920s and 1930s and beyond.
•   Formulate arguments about why some American expatriate texts have sparked interest in the present day.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
IES Abroad Attendance Policy: Since IES Abroad courses are designed to take advantage of the unique contribution of the instructor and the lecture/discussion format is regarded as the primary mode of instruction, regular class attendance is mandatory. Absences for documented medical problems or family emergencies will be excused. Absences for any other reason will not be excused. If a student shows a pattern in absences, in violation of this policy, students may be subject to an Academic Review including but not limited to a letter sent to their school and a probationary period or exclusion from the program.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Students are expected to abide by the IES Abroad Code of Academic Integrity. All work submitted by a student for academic credit should constitute the student's own original work. Any work submitted for academic credit may be subject to review by a textual similarity detection service for the detection of plagiarism and AI usage.

	Week
	Content
	Readings Films and Assignments 

	Week 1,
Session 1
	Course Introduction 
· Definitions of American Identity,
· Expatriates: Definitions and Contexts.

	· Green, Nancy L. “Expatriation, Expatriates, and Expats: The American Transformation of a Concept.” 307-328 (21 pp.)
· Bradbury, Malcolm. “Second Countries: The Expatriate Tradition in American Writing.” 15-39 (24 pp.) 
· Baldwin, James. 1959. “The Discovery of What It Means to be American.” 137-142 (5 pp.)

	Week 1,
Session 2
	Expatriation 
· Definitions and notions of Immigration/Repatriation
· Personalities on the Riviera
· Course-related trip: Nice, Cimiez- the Roman Arenas, Matisse Museum and 
	· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. Pierre Auguste Renoir Naked Among the Olive Trees. (35-41) & Henri Matisse The Brush and the Blades 42-53. (18 pp.)
· Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. Chapter 1-3. (21pp.)
· Said, Edward W. “Reflections on Exile.” 173-186  (13 pp.)
· Luibhéid, Eithne. « Immigration.” Keywords in American Cultural Studies. 2007. 125-130.

Journal prompt:   Interview 2 people (students or other members of your entourage here in Nice): what comes to mind when they hear the word, expatriate, or expatriation. What is an expatriate? In what ways do their responses relate to the ideas found in the readings (Green and Bradbury or Said)?

	Week 2,
Session 3
	Notions of Exile 
· Definitions
· Living Well is the Best Revenge
· The Fitzgeralds and The Murphys.
	· Beauvoir, Simone de. 1947. “An Existentialist
· Looks at Americans.” 299-316 (17 pp.)
· Tomkins, Calvin “Living Well is the Best Revenge.” The New Yorker. 28 July 1962 (26 pp.) 
· Fitzgerald, F. Scott Tender is the Night (1934/2023).
Book 1  1-104 (104 pp.)
· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Many Fetes: The Hotel Du Cap and Tender is the Night. (9 pp.)
· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. Pablo Picasso: In a Season of Calm Weather. 156-168 (11p.)

	Week 2,
Session 4
	Expatriates on the French Riviera. 
The French Riviera as the backdrop
· The significance of “The Cap” and
La Garoupe. Fitzgerald’s descriptions of the Riviera.
· Course related trip to Antibes-La Garoupe beach and lighthouse, Picasso 
	· Fitzgerald, F. Scott Tender is the Night (1934/2023).
Book 2 (105-218) 113 pages

Bring one page description and outline of your short essay to share and discuss for the next class

Journal prompt: Fitzgerald presents the French Riviera as both a glamourous place and a place of moral and ethical decay. How does the setting reflect the inner lives of the characters, in particular Dick and Nicole?

	Week 3,
Session 5
	The French Riviera:  Cultural and Literary Landscape
Essay Workshop
· Portrayal of the Cote d’Azur’s landscape and cultural landscape.

	· Fitzgerald, F. Scott Tender is the Night (1934/2023).
· Book 3 (219-218)
· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. Pierre Bonnard. Always Afternoon. 134-144 (9pp).


	Week 3,
Session 6
	The French Riviera:  Cultural and Literary Landscape
The Riviera’s Influence on Hemingway’s Character Development and Themes
Course related trip Arles—searching for Hemingway
	· Hemingway, E. The Garden of Eden (1986) 
Chapters 1-19 (168pages)

Journal prompt: How would you summarize the landscape and cultural practices depicted in Hemingway’s novel? How does it compare to your initial thoughts prior to coming, and since you’ve been here?

	Week 4,
Session 7
	Symbolism of the French Riviera. 
What Riviera themes are relevant and prevalent, what do they symbolize in the novel?


	·  Hemingway, E. The Garden of Eden (1986) 
Chapters 20-end (85 pages)

· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. Coco Chanel: The Inventor of Everything. 90-100 (9pp).
Essay Due

	Week 4,
Session 8
	 The French Riviera and Fashion in Life and Literature
French symbols for Americans 
· Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy in Paris.
· Grace Kelly in Monaco, then and now.

Midterm presentations 
	
· Kaplan, Alice. Dreaming in French: Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy.7-46 (39 pp.)
· Film clip, “To Catch A Thief (1955, dir. By Alfred Hitchcock, 106 minutes)

Journal prompt: How would you describe Bouvier-Kennedy’s experience studying abroad? Do the themes conveyed seem contemporary or dated? Do any resonate with your own experience? 


	Week 5,
Session 9
	The Transatlantic Princess: Grace Kelly

Course related trip to Monaco-in Grace’s footsteps
	·  Jones, Ted 2007 The French Rivera a Literary Guide for Travelers. Monaco 143-162 (19 pp.)
· Jones, Ted 2007. The French Rivera a Literary Guide for Travelers. Menton. 163-187 (24 pp).
· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. Monte Carlo: A Sunny Place for Shady People. 212-223 (11 pp.)
· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. To Catch a Thief: Crime in The Sun. 224-233 (9 pp.)
Journal prompt: Consider Grace Kelly’s transition from American actress to European royalty as the Princess of Monaco. Reflect on how the Rivera landscape based on your experiences and  in literature serves as a backdrop of transformation. What is it about the Riviera that attracts those seeking change and how does its culture shape thee experiences? 

	Week 5,
Session 10
	The South of France: Recent and Contemporary Cultural Icons
The historical, environmental and cultural description and depiction of the South of France in literature and film
· Brigitte Bardot as a world-wide phenomenon
	· Baxter, John. French Riviera and Its Artists: Art, Literature, Love and Life on the Cote d’Azur. The Rise and Further Rise of Brigitte Bardot. 190-201 (11pp.)
· Netflix Series: Bardot created by Daniele Thompson and Christopher Thompson E02: BB
· Film clip, And God Created Woman (1956, dir. by Roger Vadim 91 minutes)
· Beauvoir, Simone de. Brigitte Bardot and the Lolita Syndrome. 1972 New York Times. (9 pp.) 

	Week 6,
Session 11
	20th century and its expatriate communities

· Paris and Moveable Feast
· Autobiography and memoir
Course related trip to Saint Tropez-BB’s influence
	· Hemingway, Ernest, A Moveable Feast (1964) Preface, Forward and Chapters 1-4 (39 pp.)
· Theroux, P. The Hard Reality American Expats Quickly Learn. 2025. The New York Times (5 pp.) 
· Gilot, Francoise, Life with Picasso (1964)171-202 (31 pp.)
Journal prompt:  What accounts for the enduring appeal of American expatriate stories? Are they repeating old clichés and stereotypes-or is there more nuance than first meets the eye?

	Week 6,
Session 12
	Recent and Contemporary Expatriate Voices
· Course Conclusions 
· Final paper workshop

	· Druckerman, Pamela. French Children Don’t Throw Food: One American Mother Discovers the Wisdom of French Parenting 1-9; 239-267 (35 pp.)
· TV clip: Emily in Paris (created by Darren Star, 2020-2022) Episode
· Bring Rough Draft of your paper to discuss and develop in class



Course Related Trips
· Visit to the Matisse museum in Nice.
· Visit to Antibes--La Garoupe and in Picasso and Fitzgerald’s footsteps.
· Visit to Arles inspired by Ernest Hemingway.
· Visit of Monaco in the footsteps of Grace Kelly. 
· Visit to Saint Tropez in the footsteps of Brigitte Bardot.

REQUIRED READINGS
Books to be read entirety
· Fitzgerald, F Scott. Tender is the Night (1924).
· Hemingway, Ernest. The Garden of Eden (1986).

Articles and Book Chapters
· Anderson, Benedict.  Imagined Communities: Reflections on The Origin and Spread of Nationalism London: Verso. 1983. 
· Baldwin, James. 1959. “The Discovery of What It Means to be American.” Collected Essays. New York: Library of America,1998. 137-142.
· Baxter, John.  French Riviera And Its Artists.  London: Musseyon, 2015.
· Beauvoir, Simone de. 1947. “An Existentialist Looks at American.” Simone De Beauvoir, Philosophical Writings. Eds.
· Beauvoir, Simone de. 1972. Brigit Bardot and the Lolita Syndrome. New York Times
· Bradbury, Malcolm. “Second Countries: The Expatriate Tradition in American Writing.” Yearbook of English Studies, 8
(1978): 15-39.
· Druckerman, Pamela. French Children Don’t Throw Food: One American Mother Discovers the Wisdom of French Parenting. London and New York: Penguin Press, 2012. 1-9; 239-267.
Gilot, Francoise. My Life with Picasso London Virago Press 1990.
· Green, Nancy L. “Expatriation, Expatriates, and Expats: The American Transformation of a Concept,” American Historical Review, 114, no. 2 (April 2009): 307-328.
· Hemingway, Ernest. A Moveable Feast London: Penguin, 2009.
· Jones, Ted. The French Riviera a Literary Guide for Travelers. London: Tauris Park 2007.
· Kaplan, Alice.  Dreaming in French. The Paris Years of Jacqueline Kennedy, Susan Sontag and Angela Davis. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013.
· Luibhéid, Eithne. “Immigration.” Keywords in American Cultural Studies. 2007. 125-130.
· Said, Edward W. “Reflections on Exile.” 173-186
· Tomkins, Calvin “Living Well is the Best Revenge.” The New Yorker. 28 July 1962
      
Recommended Reading
· Miles, Jonathan. Once Upon A Time World: The Dark and Sparkling Story of the French Riviera. 2023.
· Stein, Gertrude. The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas London Penguin, 1933
· Picasso, Marina. Picasso My Grandfather London Vintage, 2002.

Filmography (required and recommended)
· And God Created Woman. (1956 dir. Roger Vadim, 91 min). Harlem à Montmartre (2009, dir. Dante James, 82 min)
· Midnight in Paris (2011, dir. Woody Allen, 94 min.)
· To Catch A Thief (1955, dir Afred Hitchcock, 106 minutes).

Television Series 
· Emily in Paris (created by Darren Star, 2020-2024) South of France episode
· Television Series Bardot, E 02 BB (created by Daniele Thompson and Christopher Thompson: 2023).




INSTRUCTOR BIO: 
Natasha Azarian-Ceccato has a Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley as well as Maters degrees in French and Applied Linguistics from UC Santa Barbara and CSU Fresno respectively. Her scholarly work involves global citizenship and cultural intelligence in study abroad settings. In addition to being a sworn translator affiliated with the Court of Appeals of Aix-en Provence, she teaches the Internship and Field Study Seminar at IES Abroad Nice.
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