
 

 

ES 360 ECUADORIAN ECOSYSTEMS 
IES Abroad Quito 

 
DESCRIPTION:  
Students will examine the main ecosystems of Ecuador—tropical rain forests, the Páramo, cloud forests, tropical dry forests, 
mangroves, and the Galápagos Islands. They will study their physical environments, including animals and plants, evolution, 
speciation, and major interactions. Students will also analyze some of the conservation problems related to these ecosystems. Field 
study trips to the Páramo, a cloud forest, and a tropical rain forest. 
 
CREDITS: 3 credits 
 
CONTACT HOURS: 45 hours 
 
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION: English 
 
PREREQUISITES: None 
 
ADDITIONAL COST: None 
 
METHOD OF PRESENTATION: 
Lectures, student presentations, and field study visits. 
 
REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT: 

• Class Contributions - 10% 
• Midterm and Final Exams - 40% 
• Research Paper - 15% 
• Field Trip Reports - 20% 
• Class Presentation - 15% 

 
Weekly assigned readings, one class presentation based on student research paper about an environmental problem of Ecuador, 
two field trip reports, midterm and final examinations; attendance at all course-related field study trips is mandatory; attendance at 
additional program-sponsored field study trips is strongly encouraged. 
 
CONTENT: 

• Overview of course, course materials and field trips. 
• Introductory to the biogeography and climate patterns of Ecuador. 
• The Galápagos Islands: Ecosystems, diversity, endemism, and conservation problems. 
• Coastal ecosystems: Mangroves and tropical dry forest. 
• Mountain ecosystems: Cloud forest, Páramo, and Andean valleys. 
• Tropical rain forest: The Amazon basin and the chocó. 
• Environmental and conservation problems of Ecuador (student presentations). 

 
COURSE-RELATED TRIPS: 

• Field study trips to the Páramo, a cloud forest, and a tropical rain forest. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
There is no single book on the ecosystems of Ecuador, and there is very little information that can be as specific as the material we 
need to cover.  Therefore, lectures are a very important part of the course, and I will give copies of Power Point presentations as 
reference material. The required readings are articles that give a framework of the material in each section.   I have made an effort 
to find readings in English when available. Since we are taking parts of books or journal articles, each student will receive a 
photocopied package the first day of class. 
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