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IES Abroad Paris Business and International Affairs

DESCRIPTION: 
This course will review and develop your practice and linguistic skills gained in previous levels. We shall do so around themes found throughout daily life in France, giving you useful knowledge to become better acquainted with Paris. Your motivation is fundamental to make it work as well as working as a group.
Research has demonstrated that study abroad can enhance every aspect of language ability. One of the most important general findings of this research is, however, that study abroad is most beneficial for the development of abilities related to social interaction. Students who go abroad are able to learn how to produce language in a variety of situations, such as the making of requests, the use of compliments and apologies, and they also may develop skills to interpret such interactions within the local cultural context…In short, and logically, study abroad has been show to enhance the aspects of communicative competence that are most difficult to foster in classroom settings (IES Abroad MAP for Language and Intercultural Communication, p. 6).
CREDITS: 4 credits

CONTACT HOURS: 51 hours

INTENSIVE SESSION:	Monday, January 13th to Friday, January 17th from 9:00 to 11:00
Red Room
Intensive Exam: Friday, January 17th

HOURS:			Tuesday and Thursday from 8:45 to 10:15 – Red Room
	From January 21st to April 24th, 2025

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION:  French

PREREQUISITES: FR 251

METHOD OF PRESENTATION:
This course is based on communicative approach methodology where students and teacher will work in a collaborative way, conceptualize new structure, vocabulary and learn culture from each other (interaction between the students and the teacher as well as between students). This implies working in class but also after class, especially with group projects.
REQUIRED WORK AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT:
10%	Intensive Session
25%	Participation and behavior during class
25%	« CORE » project
15%	Midterm Exam (Thursday, March 20th)
25%	Final Exam (Thursday, April 24th)

Intensive Session
· oral participation
· homework
· quiz



Participation & behavior during class
· oral participation
· personal investment
· seriousness of work
· completion of homework and assignments
· quiz

Quiz: they will start at the beginning of the class and won’t last more than 5 minutes and can’t be retaken at another time. It would also be online quizzes on Moodle. These quizzes are a way to check your understanding of French language you have learnt so far. They are also used to check if you have done your homework.

Scavenger Hunt Project
· pertinence and clarity of the subject
· speaking ability
· seriousness of work
· quality of vocabulary used

Scavenger Hunt project: By group of 3-4 members, you will create a guided tour in Paris. The main topic could be the street art in Paris, Parisian specialty… During the semester, you will regularly keep in touch with your work effort by posting information in the Moodle forum. If you have any technical problem, we can discuss about another form of presentation.

Midterm Exam
· oral comprehension
· written expression
· grammar
· vocabulary

Final Exam
· oral and written comprehension
· written expression
· culture
· grammar
· vocabulary

To get an idea of how we grade, you can see below the French grades and their equivalent in the USA:
	< ou = 
	20
	=
	15
	A

	<
	15
	=
	14
	A-

	<
	14
	=
	13
	B+

	<
	13
	=
	11.5
	B

	<
	11.5
	=
	10
	B-

	<
	10
	=
	9
	C+

	<
	9
	=
	8
	C

	<
	8
	=
	6
	C-

	<
	6
	=
	4
	D



	Matériels scolaires à avoir :
	- Un cahier à spirales (ou avec des feuilles facilement détachables) ou un classeur (avec des feuilles et des pochettes plastiques)
- Crayons, stylos de différentes couleurs





Rules:
· Cell phones, smartphones and laptops are strictly forbidden unless I say otherwise.
· We don’t eat in class. You may drink water.
· It is forbidden to leave the class. Our class is an hour and a half long, so think about going to the bathroom before class.

What I’m expecting:
· Participation in class and preparation after class (work on Moodle, print the documents before class).
· An implication in your learning: during your stay, speak French as much as possible (in your host family, during shopping…)
· Read books, newspapers, use dictionaries and all the media you can.
· You know what we have talked about during the previous class.
· What is written on the whiteboard is important (unless I say it isn’t) so copy what you see and memorize it.
· For the homework, look for the vocabulary you don’t understand (and write it down in your notebook).
· As in life, mistakes can be made, and this is one way to progress, so I shall not ask you to answer correctly all the time but to think first and participate.

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Students who are placed in this level should be capable of achieving the outcomes in the Novice Abroad level as defined by the IES Abroad MAP for Language and Intercultural Communication.
By the end of the course, students will be able to achieve some of the outcomes for the Emerging Independent Abroad level as defined by the MAP for Language and Intercultural Communication. The key learning outcomes from the MAP are summarized below:
I. Intercultural Communication
   A. Students will be able to solve some daily unexpected situations and meet needs with limited help.
   B. Students will be able to make some informed comparisons between the host culture and the students’ home cultures.
   C. Students will be able to distinguish between verbal and nonverbal communication that reflects politeness, formality, or informality.
   D. Students will be able to recognize simple patterns of intonation and their meaning.
II. Listening
   A. Students will be able to understand some interactions (media, speeches, music, conversations, etc.), especially if the speaker is used to interacting with non-native speakers.
   B. Students will be able to understand direct requests, questions, and simple conversations on familiar and concrete topics.
III. Speaking
   A. Students will be able to talk to a certain extent about persons and things in their immediate environment, as well as their plans and their experiences.
   B. Students will be able to address moderately complicated situations (unexpected questions, small group discussions, etc.) involving familiar subjects.
IV. Reading
   A. Students will be able to read passages and short texts (notes, detailed instructions, websites, etc.) on familiar topics and understand the general meaning.
   B. Students will be able to support their understanding of texts through the use of context, visual aids, dictionaries, or with the assistance of others in order to facilitate comprehension.
V. Writing
   A. Students will be able to communicate with limited effectiveness through notes, emails, and simple online discussions.
   B. Students will be able to write short essays on concrete topics of limited levels of complexity, with reliance on the communicative patterns of their native language.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Your academics are a priority, and regular class attendance class is mandatory, respectful, and essential to academic success. Being absent from class will prevent you from maximizing your learning and will negatively affect your participation grade.

Lateness
Please arrive on time for each class meeting. Arriving late for class is disruptive for faculty members and students alike and will prevent you from maximizing your learning. 
· 0 to 15 minutes = late
· Over 15 minutes = 1 absence 
If you arrive late 3 times, it will be counted as an absence. 

Absences
If you must be absent, please email both your professor and the academic team as soon as possible (mfedon@iesabroad.org ) and (emaines@iesabroad.org). Absences for medical reasons and/or emergencies will be considered excused, but justification will be required. In this case, we will need: 
· a certificat médical,
· from a French doctor,
· must be submitted within 24 hours of the absence,
· or proof of upcoming medical appointment. 

If you are absent for an exam, presentation, or other graded in-class assignment, you must provide justification for the absence, or you will receive an automatic F. 

Our attendance policy allows each student to miss one 3h course and two 1.5h class sessions without it affecting the final grade of the class. Above that, your final grade will be lowered. The following example is for a 1.5h class: 

Final grade: A- 
 		1 unexcused absence: A-
2 unexcused absences: A-
3 unexcused absences: B+
4 unexcused absences: B
	And so on…

Lastly, an important reminder!
For any and all absences students are required to fill out the ABSENCE FORM, which can be found using the following link: https://airtable.com/appwRScHoi8XeQUhz/shrkeAL2VXGdy1RH5 
Any documentation FOR AN EXCUSED ABSENCE must be uploaded to this platform.


CONTENT (that could change depending on your level and your demand):
	Week
	Content
	Assignments

	Intensive 
Session
13/01/2025
14/01/2025
15/01/2025
16/01/2025
17/01/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : politesse ; décrire un objet, présenter quelqu’un et se présenter, demander une information à quelqu’un, demander son chemin, orienter quelqu’un, présenter un article de journal, raconter un événement au passé, décrire au passé
2. Grammaire : 
· structure de la phrase française ;
· passé composé
· accord du participe passé (I)
· imparfait
· présent (révision) ;
· interrogation (révision) ;
· prépositions spatiales ;
· Singulier et pluriel (un, une, des, le, la, les) ; masculin & féminin (noms et adjectifs)
· Place de l’adverbe
· Articles définis, indéfinis et partitifs
3. Vocabulaire : cuisine, restaurant café, rubriques de journal, expressions de temps, différences entre quelques verbes (savoir / connaître, revenir / retourner / rentrer), les unités de mesure de la quantité
4. Culture : (premières impressions de) que faire et ne pas faire à Paris; différences entre les Français et les Américains dans leur vie de tous les jours; les stéréotypes français et américains I ; introduction à la gastronomie, l’histoire française, des expressions idiomatiques, la baguette et le croissant durant les visites

Visite Mouffetard : découverte des magasins, des marchés, des modes de transport, de l’histoire et de la culture
Visite des environs 

5. Phonétique : les accents
	Exercices de grammaire (verbes, noms, adjectifs) – exercices de vocabulaire – découvrir Paris et son fonctionnement

Production orale (voir Moodle)

Examen de la session intensive

	Week 1

21/01/2025
23/01/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : approuver et désapprouver quelqu’un

2. Grammaire : les verbes suivis ou non d’une préposition, les adjectifs

3. Vocabulaire : le corps

4. Culture : les systèmes de santé français et américain
	Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire

Production écrite (voir Moodle)





	Week 2

28/01/2025
30/01/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : approuver et désapprouver quelqu’un, féliciter quelqu’un, expliquer un problème médical ; décrire une douleur ou un symptôme

2. Grammaire : expressions de temps (il y a, depuis)

3. Vocabulaire : la santé

4. Culture : l’éducation des parents français, les générations françaises, les trentenaires
	Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire

Recherche et discussion sur le système éducatif américain et français

	Week 3

04/02/2025
06/02/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : décrire des objets, comparer, réclamer ; 

2. Grammaire : la comparaison, le superlatif

3. Vocabulaire : l’apparence

4. Culture : le métro parisien
ATTENTION : cours de 3 heures le 06/02/2025
	Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire

Questionnaire et entretien avec votre famille d’accueil et vos amis (voir Moodle)


	Week 4

11/02/2025
13/02/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : raconter un événement passé 

2. Grammaire : passé composé / imparfait

3. Vocabulaire : les expressions de temps, les vêtements

4. Culture : les genres cinématographiques
5. Phonétique : les temps du passé et du présent
	Écrire un article de critique de film




	
Week 5

18/02/2025
20/02/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : Raconter ce qui s’est passé

2. Grammaire : passé composé / imparfait

3. Vocabulaire : la maison & le logement
	Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire

Recherche, questionnaire et entretien avec votre famille d’accueil et vos amis (voir Moodle)



	25/02/2025
27/02/2025
	SPRING BREAK
PAS DE CLASSE LES 25/02/2025 & 27/02/2025

	Week 6

04/03/2025
06/02/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : décrire un paysage, se plaindre

2. Grammaire : les pronoms compléments COD et COI (le, la, les, lui, leur)

3. Vocabulaire : la famille

4. Culture : le fromage français
	Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire


	Week 7

11/03/2025
13/03/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : exprimer l’obligation, l’interdiction, ses sentiments, créer un règlement

2. Grammaire : les mots de liaison, l’impératif, l’infinitif

3. Vocabulaire : les relations et les sentiments
	Correction de l’examen de mi-semestre

Exercices de grammaire et de vocabulaire



	Week 8

18/03/2025
20/03/2025

	

Révision
Examen de mi semestre (grammaire, vocabulaire, compréhension orale et expression écrite)

	Week 9

25/03/2025
27/03/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : exprimer son point de vue, donner des conseils

2. Grammaire : les pronoms relatifs, la durée

3. Vocabulaire : diversité, politique et société

4. Culture : les passages parisiens
ATTENTION : cours de 3 heures le 27/03/2025
	
Questionnaire sur les passages parisiens

	Week 10

01/04/2025
03/04/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : écrire un texto, différencier le français écrit et oral

2. Grammaire : les pronoms relatifs et la mise en relief

3. Vocabulaire : La météo et le climat
	

	Week 11

08/04/2025
10/04/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : comprendre une recette de cuisine

2. Grammaire : les pronoms en & y, tout

3. Vocabulaire : le commerce

4. Culture : les crêpes

ATTENTION : cours du 10/04/2025 à 10h20
	Présentation orale en classe



	Week 12

15/04/2025
17/04/2025
	1. Fonctionnel : rapporter une conversation

2. Grammaire : le discours indirect au présent

3. Phonétique : l’intonation, les groupes rythmiques
	Présentation de vos projets CORE


	Week 13

22/04/2025
24/04/2025-25/04/2025 
	1. Grammaire : révision

2. Vocabulaire : révision
Examen final de FLE, dates à venir (grammaire, vocabulaire, compréhension orale et expression écrite)
	Discussion bilan sur votre séjour à Paris







COURSE-RELATED TRIPS:
· 15/01/2025 13h45-15h45 : Visite du quartier Mouffetard
· Visite des environs du BIA – pendant la session Intensive
· 06/02/2025 8h50-11h50 : visite du métro parisien
· 27/03/2025 8h50-11h50 : visite des passages parisiens
· 10/04/2025 10h20-11h50 : cours de crêpes (selon la disponibilité du restaurant)

RECOMMENDED READINGS:
· Dictionnaire du français Le Robert & CLE International, sous la direction de Josette Rey-Debove, 1999
· Bescherelle, la conjugaison pour tous, Hatier (ISBN : 978-2218922626)
· La presse gratuite : À nous Paris, 20 Minutes, Métro Paris, Direct matin…

MANDATORY READING :
· Vocabulaire progressif du français, niveau intermédiaire A2-B1, Claire Miquel et Anne Goliot-Lété, CLÉ International (978-2-09-038015-6)

INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY: Trúc Long VÕ TRÂN earned a « DEA de didactique des langues et des cultures » from la Sorbonne Nouvelle University (Paris) et a « licence de droit » from Nanterre University. He has taught French as a second language for more than ten years in different schools (la Mairie de Paris, l’Alliance française de Paris, Nanterre University…) and as a freelancer in different firms. His experience at South Orange Middle School (New Jersey), as a French teacher and assistant coach in cheerleading and by doing other activities (cooking lessons, chess club) in 2000 allowed him to see the country and its population differently. He’s been teaching Business French at IES Abroad Paris since 2003 and is currently teaching French in the SCAP of Paris.
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